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Introduction

This is the first year of examining for the newly launched International GCSE 9-1 in Religious
Studies. There are some very significant changes to the previous specification in examination
structure, with the move from one paper to two. Whilst much of the familiar content is still there it
has been restructured and reorganised into a two examination system.

Paper 1, which is the subject of this report, carries 60% of the contributory marks for the
qualification. The weighting places slightly more emphasis on the more philosophical and ethical
perspectives. Candidates can choose to write on one or more religions and consider non-religious
views.

There are four key topic areas. Centres can choose to teach only from the basis of one religion or
cover a range of perspectives from more than one faith.

The topics covered include:

The Universe, Creation and the Place of Human Beings.

Life and Death.

Peace and Conflict.

Rights, Equality and Social Justice.

Candidates in Paper 1 retain the ability to choose one of two questions for each area of study.

There were some significant changes to the question structure. It is hoped that the reports from
Paper 1 and Paper 2 and the exemplar material which is being prepared will help Centres teach the
skills required to ensure success.

IGCSE Religious Studies 4RS1 01     3



Question 1 (a) 

Section 1: The Universe, Creation and the Place of Human Beings.

Question 1a: Identify three examples of selfishness.

In identify questions candidates are expected to suggest three brief responses to the question.

The question is based on specification bullet point 1.3.

In identify questions candidates are expected to suggest three brief responses to the question.

Candidates were expected to suggest three behaviours that could be regarded as selfish.
Candidates are not expected to give long detailed responses and are not penalised for one word
answers.

This response is included as an example of a candidate who struggled to think of examples.

The candidate was awarded 1 mark.

Not being charitable.

The additional information provided by the candidates develops
and explains the idea but does not add to the value of the answer.
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This response was included to show the dangers of repetition.

The candidate was awarded 2 marks.

Self interest.

Self love.

All three of the attributes suggested were regarded as aspects of
the same thing. However self interest and self love were taken to
be sufficiently different to warrant 2 marks. Self care however was
regarded as repetitious.

Give three distinct points.

IGCSE Religious Studies 4RS1 01     5



This response was included as representative of those candidates achieving full marks.

The candidate was awarded 3 marks.

Not donating money to those in need.

Not sharing your textbook with your classmate.

Finish all the food without asking if others have had enough.

The candidate gave 3 examples of instances of selfishness.

Additional information is not required.
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Question 1 (b) 

Question 1b: Outline two reasons why some people are atheists.

The question is based in specification bullet point 1.6.

In b questions candidates are expected to give two developed reasons. One mark is awarded for
each simple reason with a second mark available if the reason is developed. Developments must
add to the value of the reason whilst still answering the question posed. Many candidates offered
clear ideas on the subject of atheism. In a secular question like this there is no requirement to
include a religious perspective.

This response was included to illustrate the work of a candidate giving two simple reasons.
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The candidate was awarded 2 marks.

No scientific proof of God (1).

Not brought up to believe in God (1).

The attempted development of the first point was not credited
since it did not develop the idea that there is no scientific proof of
God. The attempted development of the second point was not
credited as it was a third simple reason. In b questions a
maximum of two reasons can be credited. In this example the
reason which was scratched through and therefore not marked
was actually an example of a developed reason and would have
gained the candidate an additional mark.

They have suffered a lot in the past and lost their faith (1),
developed by, if there is suffering in the world God cannot exist
(1).

Practice developing your reasons.

8     IGCSE Religious Studies 4RS1 01



This response is included as an example of a candidate who developed one reason successfully.

The candidate was awarded 3 marks.

One simple and one developed reason.

There is not enough scientific evidence for the existence of God
(1).

Everything that happened is due to Science (1), developed by, no
God is behind the creation since everything is proven already by
science (1).

Aim to give two developed reasons.
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This response was included as representative of the many candidates who successfully developed
two reasons to gain 4 marks.

The candidate was awarded 4 marks.

There is no empirical proof for the existence of God (1),
developed by, there is more evidence, such as the Big Bang,
indicating there is no God (1).

Teaching in the Bible seems unrealistic (1), developed by, such
as Jesus' miracles (1).

Examples often provide very good development.
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Question 1 (c) 

Question 1c: Choose one religion and explain how its followers explain the existence of suffering in
the world.

This is taken from specification bullet point 1.7.

In this paper c questions are marked according to Levels rather than a point marking system. In
those questions which ask for the beliefs or teachings of one religion the candidate must make it
clear which religion is being discussed.

This response was included as an example of a high level 1 response.
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The candidate was awarded Level 1:3 marks.

Please consider the Level 1 marking criteria.

The candidate used appropriate religious terms and clearly
identified the religion being discussed.

The relevant beliefs and values were satisfactorily explained,
though only one explanation was suggested.

There was a partial explanation of the significance and influence
of the beliefs.

The candidate therefore provided a useful summary of one idea a
Muslim may use to explain the existence of suffering in the world.

Aim to consider other possible explanations.
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This response is included to illustrate the work of a candidate who took the opposite approach
from a Christian perspective. This candidate offered a wide variety of possible explanations but all
were treated in a fairly superficial fashion.
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The candidate was awarded Level 2: 4 marks.

Please consider the Level 1 and Level 2 marking criteria.

The use of religious terms is appropriate and shows
understanding (Level 2).

Description of the beliefs and values is satisfactory (Level 1).

The explanation of the significance of the beliefs is superficial
(Level 1).

The best fit mark for this response is therefore Level 2: 4 marks.

Aim for a balance between breadth and depth.
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This response was included to illustrate the work of a candidate who got the balance between
depth and breadth right.
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The candidate was awarded Level 2: 6 marks.

The candidate fulfilled the requirements for Level 2 by considering
a range of possible explanations for the existence of suffering.
Each idea was developed to an appropriate degree.

Aim to develop your explanations to add value.
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Question 1 (d) 

Question 4d: 'There is only one God.'

Candidates are required to evaluate the statement showing they have considered different points
of view and mentioning at least one religion.

This question is based on specification bullet point 1.5.

In d questions whilst the views of humanists and atheists can be used to give perspective they do
not count as a religion so do not fulfil this aspect of the question rubric. A response which only
considered atheist and humanist views could not access more than 6 marks.

Few candidates chose to use this as an opportunity to debate the monotheism/polytheism
equation with most choosing to take a one God/no god approach.

This response was included as typical of a Level 1 response.
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The candidate was awarded Level 1: 2 marks.

Please consider the d response marking guidelines for Level 1.

The candidate makes a clear statement of faith from Islam
showing isolated elements of understanding of religion and
belief.

This is simply contrasted with the polytheistic religions.

There is no attempt at judgement.

As a result the best fit mark for this response is Level 1:2 marks,
for one basic idea on each side of the debate.

Try to consider a wider range of opinions in more depth.
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The work of this candidate was included to demonstrate the level of expectation for a Level 2
response.
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The candidate was awarded Level 2: 5 marks.

Please consider the Level 2 criteria by comparison to the Level 1
candidate.

There is limited understanding of religion and belief with Islam
contrasted to the many Gods of Ancient Rome. (Level 2)

It considers a wider range of elements with some attempt at
development. (Level 2)

There is a brief judgement which is not evaluative but rather a
statement of belief. (Level 1)

The best fit mark is therefore Level 2:5. To improve to 6 marks the
candidate needs to begin to appraise the quality of the arguments
offered in order to reach a conclusion.
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This response is included as representative of a candidate achieving Level 3.
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The candidate was awarded Level 3:7 marks.

This candidate took a more philosophical approach to the
question by considering aspects of monotheistic faiths in
comparison to polytheistic faiths.

Please consider the Level 3 marking criteria.

Demonstrates accurate understanding of religion and belief,
though over a narrow range of considerations.

Begins to deconstruct religious issues from different viewpoints.

There is limited appraisal of the quality of the arguments leading
to a conclusion that is not fully justified.

The best fit mark is therefore 7. In order to improve this response
the candidate would benefit from considering other aspects of the
question and add value to the appraisal and conclusion.

Focus on appraisal and evaluation.
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Question 2 (a) 

Section 1: The Universe, Creation and the place of Human Beings.

Candidates can only answer question 2 if they have not answered question 1.

Question 2a: Identify three ways humans can protect the environment.

This is based on specification bullet point 1.1.

It does not require any religious teaching simply three things a person may do to protect the
environment.

This response is included as an example of a candidate who struggled to find relevant ways.

The candidate was awarded 1 mark.

Reducing any form of pollution.

Examples provide useful ways.
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This response is included as an example of a mid range candidate.

The candidate was awarded 2 marks.

Recycling.

Electric cars or public transport.

There are many charities that do support environmental projects
but this would need to be more specific to gain the third mark.

Remember to link answers to the question.
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This response was included as representative of those candidates who gained full marks.

The candidate was awarded 3 marks.

Recycle waste

Don't cut down trees.

Stop burning fossil fuels.

Three concise valid ways.

You don't need long explanations.
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Question 2 (b) 

Question 2b: Outline two religious beliefs about free will.

This question is taken from specification bullet point 1.4.

In this question the candidates could use generic religious views or views specific to one or more
religions. However they could not use non-religious beliefs.

This response is included as a basic response to the question.

The candidate was awarded 1 mark.

One simple reason.

God gave everyone free will to choose good or evil (1).

The omniscience of God was not credited since the information
was not used to answer the question.
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Link your beliefs to the question, what does this have to do with
free will?

This response was included as an example of a candidate who developed one of the two reasons.

The candidate was awarded 3 marks.

One simple and one developed reason.

Christians believe God has given everyone free will (1).

Christians believe mankind uses free will wrongly (1), developed
by, for example in 'The Fall'.

Examples provide useful development.
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This response is included as an example of a candidate achieving full marks.

The candidate was awarded 4 marks.

Two developed reasons.

In Genesis God told Adam and Eve they could eat from any tree
except one, but they chose to eat the forbidden fruit (1),
developed by, highlighting that humans freely choose what they
do (1).

Christians believe God is outside of time and is omniscient
meaning that God knows everything that will ever happen
meaning that all actions are predetermined (1), so humans do
not have free will (1).

In this case the candidate linked God's omniscience clearly to
beliefs about free will enabling it to be credited.

Aim for two concise developed reasons.
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Question 2 (c) 

Question 2c: Choose one religion and explain what its followers believe about the creation of the
universe.

This is based on specification bullet point 1.1.

This question specifically highlighted the creation of the universe rather than the creation of human
beings. Many students focussed on the creation story of a faith rather than considering the creation
of the universe. It is a religious question so candidates should confine their response to the beliefs
of one religion.

This response is included as an example of a candidate achieving Level 1.

In this case the candidate approached the question as though it was a d question and tried to give
alternative, non-Muslim views. These could not be credited meaning half of the response is
irrelevant and what is left is very simple.
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The candidate was awarded Level 1: 2 marks.

Please consider the Level 1 criteria.

The candidate uses some religious terms.

The relevant content and beliefs is satisfactory, but much of the
content is not relevant.

The explanation of the significance of the beliefs is superficial.

The best fit mark is therefore Level 1, 2 marks.

Read the question carefully and do what is says.
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This response is included as a low Level 2 response.
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The candidate was awarded Level 2: 4 marks.

The candidate gives an account of the biblical order of creation
which is largely accurate. However a consideration of the different
ways in which Christians choose to interpret the story lifts the
response into level 2.

Telling the creation story doesn't explain belief.
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This response was included as representative of those candidates achieving a high Level 2. This
candidate chose to consider the philosophical basis for Christian belief in a divine creator.
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The candidate was awarded Level 2: 6 marks.

Please consider the Level 2 criteria.

Use of religious terms is appropriate and shows understanding
of the concepts.

The explanation of relevant religious beliefs is comprehensive.

The explanation of the significance of the beliefs is also
comprehensive.

The candidate therefore fulfilled the requirements for Level 2 and
was awarded 6 marks.

The basis of belief is more than a creation myth.
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Question 2 (d) 

Question 2d: 'Everyone has an immortal soul.'

Candidates are required to evaluate the statement giving alternative view, one of which should be a
religious view.

Many candidates approached this with enthusiasm, providing a range of alternate perspectives. As
with the entire paper the most commonly utilised religions were Christianity, Islam and Judaism.

This response is included as indicative of the work of a Level 1 candidate. In this case there is a very
limited reference to an alternative view.
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The candidate was awarded Level 1: 3 marks.

Please consider the Level 1 marking criteria.

There are limited elements of understanding of Christian belief.
(1+)

A limited range of elements are considered from one
perspective.

The conclusion, whilst consistent with the argument generated,
is merely a statement of belief. (1-)

The candidate therefore fulfilled Level 1 as a best fit.

Don't neglect the alternative perspective.
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This response is included as indicative of the standard required for a Level 2 response.
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The candidate was awarded Level 2: 6 marks.

Please consider the Level 2 marking criteria.

The candidate demonstrates limited understanding of religion
and belief, contrasted with humanist views.

There is an attempt to deconstruct religious information and
connect the elements together.

There is limited evidence of reasoned judgements, primarily in
the conclusion, leading to a conclusion that is not fully justified.

The candidate has therefore fulfilled the requirements for Level 2
and was awarded 6 marks.

Focus on making judgements of the value of the arguments
presented.
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This response is included as an example of a Level 3 response.
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The candidate was awarded Level 3: 9 marks.

Please consider the Level 3 criteria.

There is accurate understanding of religion and belief.

There is an attempt to deconstruct religious arguments and
evidence of logical chains of reasoning that consider different
viewpoints.

There are occasional judgements of the quality of the
arguments though this is not consistent throughout.

The conclusion is therefore partially justified.

The candidate has therefore fulfilled the criteria for Level 3.
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Focus on developing appraisal and evaluation.
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Question 3 (a) 

Section 2: Life and Death.

Question 3a: Identify three reasons why some non-religious people believe in life after death.

This is based on specification bullet point 2.1.

Most candidates had a clear idea of reasons why this may be the case. The most commonly used
were ghosts, near death experiences and remembered lives. Unfortunately some candidates
ignored the instruction that these were non-religious people and gave religious reasons that could
not be credited.

This response is included as an example of a candidate who struggled to give 3 valid reasons.

The candidate was awarded 1 mark.

It may reduce the fear of death.

The first reason may well have some merit but it would need to be
much more explicit to be credited.
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This response was included as typical of the work of a mid range candidate.

The candidate was awarded 2 marks.

Near death experience

Deja vu.

Since a numinous experience is specifically a sense of God this
could not be credited for a non-religious person.

Be clear, non-religious people are not thinking of God.
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This response was included as typical of those who achieved full marks.

The candidate was awarded 3 marks.

Fear of death - wishful thinking.

Near death experiences.

Remembering past lives.

Brief clear reasons are ideal.
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Question 3 (b) 

Question 3b: Choose one religion. Explain two reasons why its followers believe it is important to
reduce suffering.

This is based on specification bullet point 2.3.

Since it is a specifically religious question no credit can be given for humanist or atheist ideas and
the candidate must indicate which religion is under consideration.

This response includes a representative of those candidates who failed to clearly link their response
to reducing suffering.

The candidate was awarded 1 mark.

One simple reason.

Only God should be able to end people's life (1).

The second reason was not credited since it could be argued that
the primary role of euthanasia is to reduce suffering.
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Link the reasons clearly to reducing suffering.

This response is included as an example of a candidate who only developed one of the two reasons
offered.

The candidate was awarded 3 marks.

One developed and one simple reason.

It is the loving thing to do (1), developed by, and Jesus taught to
love your neighbour (1).

An all loving God would not want his creation to suffer (1).

The second reason could have been quickly developed using the
example of the healing ministry of Jesus.

Teachings and examples are useful forms of development.
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This was included as typical of a response achieving full marks.

The candidate was awarded 4 marks.

Two developed reasons.

God decreed that man should 'love thy neighbour' (1),
developed by, which means man should treat others with
kindness (1).

Man is made in the image of God (1), developed by, therefore by
making another human suffer you are directly going against one
of God's creations (1).

Two clearly developed reasons for full marks.
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Question 3 (c) 

Question 3c: Explain the differing attitudes of religious people towards the issue of childlessness.

This is based on specification bullet point 2.8.

Rather unexpectedly many candidates chose to regard this as a question about celibacy and
voluntary childlessness rather than childlessness with a medical basis.

This response was included to represent the work of those who had little understanding of the
issue of childlessness for some religious people but rather focussing on contraception.
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The candidate was awarded 1 mark for the isolated elements of
understanding of religion and belief.

Be clear what the question is asking.
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This response is included as an example of a level 1 response.

The candidate was awarded Level 1: 3 marks.

Please consider the Level 1 marking criteria.

There is limited understanding of religion and belief.

A number of relevant issues are identified.

The conclusion is merely a personal opinion.

The best fit mark for this item is Level 1:3 marks.

Focus on developing your explanations.
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This response is included as an example of a candidate who approached this by considering
religious explanations to the issue of childlessness.

The candidate was awarded Level 2:5 marks.

Please consider the marking criteria for Level 2.

The use of religious terms is appropriate and shows
understanding.

Explanation of relevant beliefs and attitudes is mostly
comprehensive.

The significance of the beliefs and values is mostly
comprehensive.
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Add depth to your explanations.
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Question 3 (d) 

Question 3d: 'In order for life to have meaning and purpose a person must be religious.'

Candidates are expected to evaluate this statement with reference to different points of view and
including the views of at least one religion.

Many candidates enjoyed this question as a means to compare and contrast the attitudes of
religious people with those of humanists and atheists.

This response is included as an example of a candidate who gave a simple personal belief.
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The candidate was awarded 1 mark for the description of a
relevant belief.

Aim to add both depth and breadth to your answer.
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This response was included as representative of the work of a low Level 2 candidate. The candidate
was distracted by a consideration of the value of religion and rather lost focus on whether being
religious gave life meaning and purpose.
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This candidate was awarded Level 2:4 marks.

Please consider the Level 1 and 2 marking criteria.

There is limited understanding of religion and belief in terms of
the purpose of the question.

Information is identified though not always clearly linked to the
question.

The judgement is supported by a generic statement leading to a
conclusion that is not fully justified.

Keep your focus on the question.
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This response is included as representative of a candidate achieving Level 3.
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The candidate was awarded Level 3; 7 marks.

Please consider the Level 2/3 marking criteria.

The candidate demonstrates accurate understanding of religion
and belief across a narrow spectrum of views.

There is evidence of attempts to deconstruct the religious
material and link the arguments.

There is a superficial attempt to appraise the evidence leading
to a partially justified conclusion.

The best fit mark for this response is therefore Level 3: 7 marks.
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Consider a wider range of potential elements that could add
meaning to life.
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Question 4 (a) 

Question 4a: Identify three possible consequences of divorce.

Most candidates found this very straightforward though a small minority gave possible causes of
divorce rather than consequences.

This response was included as an example of a candidate who struggled to suggest any
consequences.

The candidate was awarded 1 mark.

Children may feel conflicted between parents.

This response is included as an example of a mid range response.
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The candidate was awarded 2 marks.

Children have an unstable family.

Mental health issues.

This response is included to represent the work of those candidates who achieved full marks.

The candidate was awarded 3 marks.

Children will suffer.

Can have a re-constituted family.

Women may suffer financially.

Three succinct consequences.
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Question 4 (b) 

Question 4b: Choose one religion. Explain two attitudes its followers hold about sex outside
marriage.

This is a specifically religious question so non-religious views cannot be credited. Candidates must
confine themselves to consideration of two attitudes from one religion as only one religion can be
credited.

This response is included to demonstrate the work of a candidate struggling to articulate his views.

The candidate was awarded 1 mark.

One simple reason.

Sex outside marriage is a sin (1).

Short clear sentences are best.
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This response is included to represent the work of a mid range candidate.

The candidate was awarded 2 marks.

One developed reason.

Sex outside of marriage is forbidden (1), developed by, because
it is a waste of seed (1).

Unfortunately the attempted second attitude is a further
development of the same attitude namely that wasting seed is
wrong (same attitude) because children are a gift from God.

The two attitudes must be distinctly different.
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This response is included as representative of a candidate who achieved full marks.

The candidate was awarded 4 marks.

Two developed reasons.

Sex outside marriage defeats the purpose of having sex (1),
developed by, as it is not a safe environment for children to be
raised (1).

Some Christians accept sex outside marriage in cases where
people aren't able to get married (1), developed by, since the
church does not marry homosexuals (1).

Two clearly different attitudes presented.
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Question 4 (c) 

Question 4c: Explain why family life is important for many religious people.

This is based on specification bullet point 2.7.

Many candidates were entirely fixated on the requirement for a family as a pre-requisite for
children. This led to single issue responses which did not consider other reasons why families are
important.

This response is included as an example of a mid range Level 1 response.

The candidate gives a series of brief ideas, with no development, to suggest why family life may be
important.

The candidate was awarded Level 1: 2 marks.

Please consider the level 1 criteria.

There is limited use of religious terms.

There is satisfactory description of beliefs and values.

There is little explanation of the impact of the beliefs.
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Add depth to your explanation.

This example is included as a basic Level 2 response.

The candidate was awarded Level 2: 4 marks.

Please consider the Level 2 marking criteria.

Use of religious terms is appropriate and shows understanding.

Explanation of the beliefs and values is accurate, though only
considers the importance of raising religious children.

The explanation of this belief is comprehensive, but limited by
the single issue response.
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The candidate needs to consider other factors that make family
life valuable to religious people.

This response is included as representative of the work of a candidate achieving full marks.

The candidate was awarded Level 2: 6 marks.

The candidate provides a variety of distinct reasons why family life
is important to religious people. They are firmly focussed within
the faith and the explanation is comprehensive, showing both
breadth and depth.
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Variety and detail are both important.
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Question 4 (d) 

Question 4d: 'Heterosexual relationships are the best model for society.'

Candidates are expected to evaluate the statement from a range of perspectives to reach a justified
conclusion. Responses must include at least one religious perspective.

Many candidates contrasted religious attitudes to homosexual relationships with the attitudes
prevalent in society. Some candidates found it very difficult to acknowledge any value in anything
other than heterosexual relationships meaning that the alternative view was weak or, indeed, non-
existent. Responses which do not consider an alternative view cannot be credited above Level 2.

This response is included as a Level 1 response.

The candidate gives a very clear account of Islamic teaching on the subject but offers little by way of
an alternative perspective.
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The candidate was awarded Level 1: 3 marks.

Please consider the Level 1 marking criteria.

Demonstrates limited understanding of religion and belief.

Identifies the key issue in terms of the teaching of Islam, but
offers little by way of an alternative perspective.

The judgement is supported by generic religious arguments to
produce a conclusion which, whilst consistent with Muslim
teaching, does not consider an alternative perspective.

Don't neglect the alternative view, even if ultimately it is incorrect!
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This response is included as an example of the work of a Level 2 candidate.

This candidate effectively contrasted the religious perspective with a non-religious view to reach a
personal conclusion rather than a conclusion rooted in the appraisal of the evidence presented.
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The candidate was awarded Level 2: 6 marks.

Please consider the Level 2 marking criteria.

The candidate demonstrates accurate understanding of religion
and belief, both Christian belief and non-religious views.
(Level 3).

There is limited evidence of the deconstruction of the religious
arguments to link the various elements of the question.
(Level 2-)

Judgements are supported by a superficial attempt to appraise
leading to a conclusion that is not fully justified. (Level 2)

The best fit mark for this candidate is therefore Level 2: 6 marks.
To improve to Level 3 this candidate needs to work on developing
the higher order skills of appraisal of evidence and evaluation.

Not all arguments are of equal weight.
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This response is included as a Level 3 response.
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The candidate was awarded Level 3: 9 marks.

Please consider the Level 3 criteria.

This demonstrates accurate understanding of religious belief
and attitudes.

Religious information is deconstructed leading to logical chains
of reasoning that consider different viewpoints.

There are coherent and reasoned judgements of some, but not
all of the elements in the question which lead to a conclusion
that is partially justified.

To improve to Level 4 this candidate would benefit from further
experience of evaluative conclusions.
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Don't neglect valid criticism of the argument you favour.
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Question 5 (a) 

Section 3: Peace and Conflict.

Question 5a: Identify three types of bullying.

This is based on specification bullet point 3.3.

Most candidates found this very straightforward. A small minority focussed on the causes of
bullying rather than types of bullying.

This response is included as an example of a candidate who struggled to define different types of
bullying.

The candidate was awarded 1 mark.

Cyber-bullying.

The other two suggestions were not credited as the meaning was
unclear.

There is no substitute for thorough revision.
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This is included to represent the work of a mid range candidate.

The candidate was awarded 2 marks.

Cyber-bullying.

Bullying by school children.

An acceptable final response would have been work-place
bullying. However the candidate chose to suggest potential causes
of bullying which could not be credited.

Read the question carefully.
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This response was included as representative of those candidates who achieved full marks.

This was by far the most commonly occurring set of responses.

The candidate was awarded 3 marks.

Physical bullying.

Verbal bullying.

Cyber bullying.

Short and to the point.
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Question 5 (b) 

Question 5b: Choose one religion. Outline two contrasting attitudes to war held by its followers.

This is taken from specification bullet point 1.1 Answers which only considered one attitude could
not gain more than two marks.

Most candidates had no difficulty in contrasting those religious followers who are pacifist with
those who accept that war is sometimes necessary. A small number of candidates unfortunately
contrasted beliefs from two religions though they could only be credited for one religion. Non-
religious views could not be credited.

This response is included as an example of a candidate giving simple reasons.

The candidate was awarded 2 marks.

Two simple reasons.

Islam means peace so war is not allowed (1).

War is only allowed in self-defence (1).

IGCSE Religious Studies 4RS1 01     81



Aim to develop both reasons.

This response is included to demonstrate the work of a candidate who developed one of two
reasons.

The candidate was awarded 3 marks.

One developed and one simple reason.

War is never justified (1), developed by, as it does not follow the
commandment 'Do not kill' (1).

War can take place if it for a just cause (1).

This could have been quickly developed by giving an example of a
just cause, or a war fought for such a cause. Since the
Commandment 'Do not kill' can be regarded as Jewish or Christian
this was accepted as a religious response.
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Use examples as development.

This response was included as an example of a candidate who gained full marks.

The candidate was awarded 4 marks.

Two developed reasons.

War is allowed in certain conditions (1), developed by, especially
if it is an act of defence (1).

Wars must never be allowed (1), developed by, as Allah says not
to kill innocent people (1).

Give the attitude then explain why some religious people hold that
attitude.
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Question 5 (c) 

Question 5c: Explain why some people think reform is the most important form of punishment.

This is based on specification bullet point 3.5.

There were, perhaps inevitably, those candidates who confused reform with one of the other
purposes of punishment, most often reform.

This could be answered from an entirely religious perspective, entirely from a secular perspective
or as a mixture of the two.

Many candidates discussed the importance of forgiveness as a religious concept. This was often not
creditworthy as it wasn't linked back to the importance of reform as a purpose of punishment. In
many ways if the offender has been forgiven there would be no need for any form of punishment.

This response was included as an example of a Level 1 response.
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The candidate was awarded Level 1: 2 marks.

Please consider the Level 1 marking criteria.

The candidate uses some religious terms appropriately though
not all the material is relevant to the question.

The description of the relevant belief is mostly satisfactory.

There is little explanation of how the beliefs used encourage
reform as the means of punishment.

The candidate does not completely satisfy the demand for a Level
1: 3 mark response so 2 marks were awarded.

Link your beliefs back to the purpose of the question.
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This is included as an example of a candidate achieving Level 2.

The candidate was awarded Level 2: 4 marks.

Please consider the Level 2 marking criteria.

Use of a limited range of religious terms is appropriate and
shows understanding.

There is some explanation of the relevant beliefs and values.

There is some explanation of their significance in making reform
an important function of punishment.

86     IGCSE Religious Studies 4RS1 01



Add depth to the explanation, linking them to the importance of
reform.

This response is included as an example of a strong Level 2 response.

It is very clearly focussed on reform giving a range of developed reasons demonstrating its
importance. Whilst it is not based in a faith it does answer the question effectively, and these are all
views many people of many religions hold.

The candidate was awarded Level 2: 6 marks.

Please consider the Level 2 marking criteria.

The use of relevant terms is appropriate and shows
understanding.

Explanation of relevant beliefs and values is concise and
comprehensive.

Explanation of their significance is comprehensive.
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Focus clearly on the key command words from the question.
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Question 5 (d) 

Question 5d: 'Capital punishment is never justified.'

Candidates are expected to evaluate the statement by considering different points of view, (one
perspective must be religious) in order to reach a justified conclusion.

This is based on specification bullet point 3.6.

This response was included to illustrate the work of a mid range Level 1 candidate.
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The candidate was awarded Level 1:2 marks.

Please consider the marking criteria.

The candidate offered a simple reason on each side of the debate
from a Muslim perspective, namely that Allah should be the only
one to take life set against the idea that some crimes are too
heinous for the perpetrator to live. The conclusion merely restates
the candidate's original position.

Add depth and breadth to the response.
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This is included as an example of a mid range Level 2 response.
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The candidate was awarded Level 2: 5 marks.

Please consider the Level 2 marking criteria.

Demonstrates understanding of religion and belief.

Deconstructs relevant religious information and makes
connections between some elements of the response.

Very limited evidence of any judgement of the value of the
arguments leading to a conclusion that is simply a personal
opinion, simply stated.

The best fit mark is therefore Level 2: 5 marks.

Focus on adding value by considering the strength of the various
arguments.
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This response in included as a basic Level 3 response.
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The candidate was awarded Level 3: 7 marks.

Please consider the Level 3 marking criteria.

There is accurate understanding of religion and belief.

There is some attempt to support the Christian perspectives
with relevant teachings and to link the elements together.

Judgements are made in terms of whether or not the argument
justifies capital punishment rather than considering the relative
weight of the arguments.

This leads to a conclusion which is not fully justified.

The best fit mark for this response is therefore Level 3: 7 marks.
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Not all arguments are equal, focus on evaluating the quality of
your evidence.
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Question 6 (a) 

Question 6a: Identify three things a religious organisation may do to work for world peace.

This question is based on bullet point 3.2.

The key concern here is that candidates suggest things that a religious organisation is capable of
doing. Some candidates clearly thought the United Nations is a religious organisation. Since
religious organisations do not have the capacity to send peace keeping forces into war zones for
example, such ideas were not credited.

The most common things that were suggested included peaceful protest, campaigning, education
and acting as mediators, all of which are things religious organisations can do.

This response is included as an example of the work of a candidate who rather missed the point of
the question and appeared to be trying to give three religious organisations working for world
peace. In actual fact both Unicef and Unesco are agents of the United Nations which is secular.

The candidate was awarded 0 marks.

The candidate gave no relevant things religious organisations do
to work for peace.
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Look for the command words in the question - in this case what do
they do?

The work of this candidate was included as a mid range response.

The candidate was awarded 2 marks.

Raise awareness.

Negotiate in a peaceful manner.

Whilst religious organisations may encourage governments to
restrict trade to countries in conflict they do not have the power to
do these themselves.

IGCSE Religious Studies 4RS1 01     97



This response was included to illustrate the range of activities suggested by a candidate who
achieved full marks.

The candidate was awarded 3 marks.

Encourage peaceful solutions to end conflict.

Aid those affected by war.

Protest against war.

The second point offered was repetition of the first point and so
was not credited.

Three distinct practices are required.
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Question 6 (b) 

Question 6b: Choose one religion. Explain two reasons why its followers believe bullying is wrong.

This question is taken from specification bullet point 3.3.

This response is included to represent the work of a candidate giving one developed reason and
losing marks due to a commonly held misconception.

The candidate was awarded 2 marks.

One developed reason.

Bullying is wrong because it is taking advantage of others or
hurting them (1), developed by, this is the opposite of what Jesus
did (1).

The second reason offered is incorrect. The Golden Rule 'Love
your neighbour as you love yourself' is a teaching of Jesus it is not
one of the Ten Commandments.
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Be sure you know where your quotations come from.

This response is included to illustrate the work of a candidate who developed one of two reasons.

The candidate was awarded 3 marks.

One developed and one simple reason.

Bullying is against the will of God (1), developed by, because God
commanded all Christians to love their neighbours (1).

Christ taught Christians we are all made in God's image (1).

This could be easily developed with reference to bullying harms
God's creation/destroys the sanctity of life.

Use teachings or quotations as development.
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This is included as an example of the work of a candidate who gave two developed reasons.

The candidate was awarded 4 marks.

Bullying is wrong because it hurts the feelings and emotions of
others (1), developed by, Muslims should strive to live peacefully
and help everyone (1).

Allah has created everyone and everyone is equal in his eye (1),
developed by, therefore we don't have any right to bully anyone
(1).

Concise and accurate developed reasons.
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Question 6 (c) 

Question 6c: Explain the differences between sins and crimes.

This question is based in bullet point 3.4.

The key to this question is that it is focussed on the differences between sins and crimes. Many
candidates appeared to feel obliged to also point out the similarities.

The most successful approach was often to highlight a difference and then explain the basis of the
difference.

This response is included as an example of a candidate who found it difficult to articulate the
differences between sins and crimes.
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The candidate was awarded 1 mark for a statement giving the key
difference between sins and crimes namely that a sin is a deed
against the law of God. The additional information did not answer
the question.
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Stick to the differences.

This response is included as an example of the work of a mid range candidate. This candidate
clearly stated the key difference between sins and crimes but then struggled to articulate further
differences leading to a rather insubstantial response.

The candidate was awarded Level 1: 3 marks.

Please consider the Level 1 marking criteria.

There is limited use of religious terms.

Description of the relevant beliefs and values is mostly
satisfactory.

There is a partial explanation of the influence of the beliefs, not
all of which is relevant to the question.

The best fit mark for this response is therefore at the top of
Level 1.
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Focus on the differences.
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This response is included as an example of the work of a candidate who focussed on the
differences, giving three differences with examples.

Sins are against religious teachings. Crimes are against the law.

Some sins are not punishable, all crimes are subject to the rule of law.

Many sins are ignored, no crime is ignored.
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The candidate was awarded Level 2: 6 marks.

Please consider the Level 2 marking criteria.

Use of religious terms is appropriate and shows understanding.

Explanations are relevant and comprehensive.

Explanation of the significance of the differences is
comprehensive.

The response would have been improved by consideration of the
consequences in the afterlife.

Give a range of differences, explain each one.
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Question 6 (d) 

Question 6d: 'All religious people should oppose conflict'.

Candidates are required to evaluate the statement with consideration of at least one religious
perspective to reach a justified conclusion.

This question is based on specification bullet point 3.1.

This response is included to reflect the work of a Level 1 candidate.

The candidate struggled to gather his ideas into a coherent whole. The introductory paragraph is
largely irrelevant with religious concepts used out of context. The strongest part of the response is
the Christian view which is well explained however there is no particular alternative view other than
a weak assertion based on free will.
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The candidate was awarded Level 1: 3 marks.

Please consider the Level marking criteria.

There are isolated elements of understanding of religion and
belief.

Issues are identified not all of which are relevant.

The conclusion is not fully justified based on the arguments
offered.

This candidate would benefit from a more structured plan for this
response.
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This candidate, by contrast, gives an articulate account of two opposing views within Christianity
supported by relevant teaching.
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The candidate was awarded Level 2: 6 marks.

Please consider the level 2 marking criteria.

There is understanding of religion and belief.

There is evidence of the simple deconstruction of religious
information and some linkage of the ideas.

Judgements are limited giving rise to a conclusion that is not
fully justified but is consistent with the perspective of the
writing.

The candidate therefore fulfils the criteria for Level 2.

Focus on judging the quality of the arguments presented.
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This response is included as a basic Level 3 response.
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The candidate was awarded Level 3: 7 marks.

Please consider the marking criteria for Level 2 and Level 3.

There is accurate use of religious teaching and historical
example.

There is some attempt to deconstruct religious information.

There is limited evidence of judgement or evaluation which
limits the candidate's progress.

Focus on judgement and appraisal.
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Question 7 (a) 

Section 4: Rights, Equality and Social Justice.

Question 7a: Identify three ways religious people may support the development of a multi-faith
society.

This is based on specification bullet point 4.4.

The key thing to note in this question is that it is specific to a multi-faith society and the ways must
be things that religious people can actually do, rather than things requiring government legislation.

This response is included to demonstrate the confusion experienced by some candidates between
multi-faith and multi-cultural societies. This candidate all too readily confuses race and religion
meaning that some ways could not be credited as they were applicable to a multi-cultural society
rather than a multi-faith society.

The candidate was awarded 1 mark.

Listen to or preach about accepting each other and equality.

Both the first and third ways were specific to race rather than faith
and were not credited.
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Multi-faith is religion not race.

This response is included as an example of the work of a mid range candidate. This candidate was
very clearly focused on religion rather than race.

The candidate was awarded 2 marks.

By allowing all people to practise their own religion.

By team working with people of different faiths.

What else might people do together?

118     IGCSE Religious Studies 4RS1 01



This response is included as an example of a candidate achieving full marks.

The candidate was awarded 3 marks.

Listen to and understand other religions.

Creating awareness about respecting one's neighbours.

Promoting love for all religions without discrimination.

Three concise and relevant ways.

IGCSE Religious Studies 4RS1 01     119



Question 7 (b) 

Question 7b: Outline two examples of racial harmony in society.

This is based on specification bullet point 4.3.

This question suffered from a similar problem to 7a in that a significant minority of candidates
equated race with religion and answered from the perspective of a multi-faith harmony, rather
than racial harmony.

This is included as an example of a candidate who gave a developed reason, choosing to contrast
the historical situation with today.

The candidate was awarded two marks.

One developed reason.

A long time ago white people would use black people as slaves
(1), developed by this is now illegal (1).

The second way was not linked to society today so could not be
credited.
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Link it to what happens in society today.

This response shows a candidate who developed one of two reasons.

The candidate was awarded 3 marks.

One developed and one simple reason.

People of different races live together in one community (1),
developed by, and create friendships with one another (1).

By supporting another race when they are encountering
hardship (1).

Examples make good development.

IGCSE Religious Studies 4RS1 01     121



This response was included as representative of those candidates who achieved full marks.

The candidate remained focussed on examples of racial harmony throughout.

The candidate was awarded 4 marks.

Two developed reasons.

In schools there are people from different races (1). Developed
by: All the children are given the same opportunities and treated
equally (1).

The Olympics celebrates diversity (1), developed by, people of all
races come together and compete as equals (1).

Two simple examples clearly developed.
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Question 7 (c) 

Question 7c: Choose one religion. Explain what its followers believe about the status of women.

This is based on specification bullet point 4.2. Many candidates confined themselves to
consideration of a woman's role in the family and therefore neglected the opportunity to consider
their spiritual and religious status.

This response is included as an example of a Level 1 candidate who gave a simple set of religious
views with no development.

The candidate was awarded Level 1: 2 marks.

The candidate simply outlines the traditional view of the roles of
men and women in Muslim families and contrasts this by
mentioning that there are teachings on the equality of men and
women in the Qur'an/Hadith.
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Focus on adding depth and breadth to your explanation.

This response is included as an example of a Level 2 response.

The candidate was awarded Level 2: 4 marks.

The candidate gives several examples of one religious viewpoint
from Christianity. This view is supported by evidence from
scripture.

Please consider the Level 2 marking criteria.

Use of religious terms is appropriate and shows understanding.

The explanation of one aspect of belief is comprehensive.

Consideration of the significance of the beliefs would have been
improved by also considering the more traditional view of some
Churches.
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Not all Christians think this way.

This response was included as representative of the work of a candidate achieving full marks.
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The candidate was awarded Level 2: 6 marks.

The candidate gave a range of views of the status of women in
Islam, both in the family and in wider society.

Please consider the Level 2 marking criteria.

The use of religious terms is appropriate and shows
understanding.

There is a comprehensive explanation of different aspects of the
status of women and its impact on the role of women in wider
society.

Scripture is a useful way to add value to your explanation.
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Question 7 (d) 

Question 7d: 'It is more important to work for justice than to give charity.'

Many candidates approached this with enthusiasm contrasting the immediate relief offered by
charitable giving with the greater potential for relieving suffering achieved by working for a more
just world. A small number of candidates had a limited grasp of what it means to 'work for justice'
and considered charitable giving as opposed to working in the police or the justice system.

This response is included to illustrate the problems faced by some candidates when it came to time
management. This candidate could potentially have gained many more marks with better planning
across the paper.
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The candidate was awarded two marks for a simple for and
against argument based on the statement.

Manage your time carefully.
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This response is included as representative of what could be expected from a Level 2 candidate.

The candidate gives a range of views both Christian and non-religious on both sides of the
argument, though none of them are well developed.
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The candidate was awarded Level 2; 5 marks.

Please consider the Level 2 marking criteria.

The candidate demonstrates some understanding of religion
and belief.

Issues are identified and there is some attempt to make
connections between the various elements of the question.

There is little evidence of judgement or appraisal leading to a
conclusion that is not fully justified.

The best fit mark is therefore in the middle of Level 2.

Focus on judgement and appraisal.
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This response is included as an example of a Level 3 response. The candidate gives a variety of well
supported arguments, developed by appropriate use of scripture on both sides of the question.
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The candidate was awarded Level 3: 8 marks.

Please consider the Level 3 marking criteria.

The candidate demonstrates accurate understanding of religion
and belief.

There is evidence of the deconstruction of religious information
and the development of logical chains of reasoning.

There is little evidence that the quality of the individual elements
proposed is appraised and this limits the candidate's ability to
reach Level 4.

Focus on appraisal and evaluation.
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Question 8 (a) 

Question 8a: Identify three ways women's rights have improved in society.

This is based on bullet point 4.2.

The majority of candidates offered suggestions such as voting, education, careers, political
influence etc.

This response was included as an example of a candidate who gave one valid way.

The candidate was awarded 1 mark.

Women can vote for the President.

What else can women do today?

134     IGCSE Religious Studies 4RS1 01



This response was included as an example of a mid range candidate.

The candidate was awarded 2 marks.

Women can vote.

Women are given the right to education and employment.

The idea that women now had a right to life was not credited as
the change in the rights of women was not clear.

You don't need detail in 'identify' responses.
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This response is included as representative of those candidates who achieved full marks.

The candidate was awarded 3 marks.

Women get equal pay to men.

Women get work in the same roles as men.

Women get to vote at the same age as men.

The idea that it is illegal not to hire a person because she is a
woman was also creditworthy.

Clear improvements simply stated.
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Question 8 (b) 

Question 8b: Outline two non-religious beliefs about the treatment of the poor.

This question is based on specification bullet point 4.5.

The only real problem that arose in this question was with those candidates who failed to notice
that this question specifically required non-religious views. Those who focussed on religious
reasons for a belief failed to gain marks.

This response is included as representative of a candidate who struggled to give two beliefs.

The candidate was awarded 1 mark.

One simple belief.

We should treat the poor equally to ourselves (1).

The second point was not credited as the meaning was unclear
and suggested repetition of treating them equally.
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The beliefs must be distinctly different.

This response is included to demonstrate the work of a candidate who gave two simple beliefs.

The candidate was awarded 2 marks.

Two simple beliefs.

They don't see the need to donate to the poor (1).

Some of the poor are pretending to be poor to get money (1).

Practice developing your reasons.
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This response is included as representative of those candidates who achieved full marks.

The candidate was awarded 4 marks.

Two developed beliefs.

The poor should be helped by the rich (1), developed by, they
are dealt unfortunate circumstances such as being born to a
poor family (1).

The poor should not be given any money (1), developed by, they
should work independently to improve the conditions (1).

Two clear beliefs, clearly developed.
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Question 8 (c) 

Question 8c: Choose one religion. Explain why its followers support human rights.

This question is based on bullet point 4.1.

This candidate struggled to link human rights to Islamic teaching.

The candidate was awarded Level 1: 1 mark for the idea that
human rights laws treat everyone equally.

Be specific - use a teaching.
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This response is included to illustrate the work of a candidate who gave a number of simple
suggestions none of which were developed.

The candidate was awarded Level 1: 3 marks.

Please consider the Level 1 marking criteria.

Limited use of religious terms.

Description of beliefs and values is satisfactory.

The candidate gives a partial explanation as to why this means
Christians support human rights.

The candidate therefore fulfils the requirements for Level 1.

Add depth to your explanations.

IGCSE Religious Studies 4RS1 01     141



This response is included to illustrate a mid range Level 2 response.
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The candidate was awarded Level 2: 5 marks.

Please consider the level 2 marking criteria.

Use of religious terms is accurate and shows understanding.

The explanation is reasonably comprehensive though lacking in
some areas.

The significance of the beliefs is reasonably comprehensive.

The best fit mark for this response is therefore 5.

Avoid irrelevant detail.
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Question 8 (d) 

Question 8d: 'Religious people are the best hope for racial harmony.'

Candidates are required to evaluate the statement with consideration of a religious view to reach a
justified conclusion.

This question is based on specification bullet point 4.3.

As in keeping with earlier questions some candidates struggled to separate race and religion
meaning that some did not present their arguments clearly enough to be credited.

This response is included as an example of a low Level 2 response.
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The candidate was awarded Level 2: 4 marks.

Please consider the Level 1/Level 2 marking criteria.

The candidate demonstrates limited understanding of religion
and belief, both Christian and non-religious.

Issues are identified and some superficial development occurs.

There is little evidence of judgement to produce a conclusion
that is not fully justified.

The best fit mark for this response is therefore 4 marks.

Support your arguments with quotations and examples.
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This response is included as an example of a Level 3 response.
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The candidate was awarded Level 3: 7 marks.

Please consider the Level 2/Level 3 marking criteria.

Demonstrates accurate understanding of religion and belief by
comparing those with Christian values against other means of
learning correct behaviour.

Begins to deconstruct religious information and make
connections between elements of the question.

There is limited evidence of judgement leading to a conclusion
that is not fully justified.

The best fit mark for this response is therefore a low Level 3.

Consider the relative value of the arguments presented.
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This response is included as a rare example of a Level 4 response. This was awarded Level 4
because the candidate begins, in a fairly superficial way, to consider the relative merit of the
arguments presented.
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The candidate was awarded Level 4: 10 marks.

Please consider the Level 3/Level 4 marking criteria.

The candidate demonstrates sustained accurate understanding
of religion and belief.

Deconstructs religious information leading to logical chains of
reasoning that consider different viewpoints.

Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of some of the
elements in the question leading to a conclusion which is
partially justified.

Focus on the quality of the appraisal and evaluation.
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Paper Summary

Based on the performance of this paper, candidates are given the following advice:

In questions which specifically ask candidates for religious views, non-religious views will not be
credited. In d) questions for example, non-religious views can be explained by the candidate, and
will be credited, but they will not count as the ‘view of at least one religion’. In a) ‘Identify’
questions many candidates gave too much information. There is no requirement for developed
responses. Indeed in some cases three one word answers will achieve full marks.

In b) questions some candidates struggled to develop their reasons, quotations and examples
which often make good developments.

In c) questions candidates are expected to demonstrate evidence of AO2. The key lies in the
quality of the explanation offered which requires both depth and breadth.

The d) questions we saw the biggest change in the demand of the question from the previous
specification. A significant proportion of the available marks depend on the quality of appraisal
and evaluation of the quality of the arguments presented.

In d) questions the range of possible elements that could be considered should also be taken into
account. It is difficult to access higher level marks by consideration of one basic idea. In d)
questions the purpose of an evaluative conclusion should be considered. The conclusion of an
evaluation is neither a personal opinion nor a summary of the evidence.

Throughout the paper candidates need to read carefully and take care that they understand what
the question is asking for, for example, reasons are different from beliefs or ways.

Please discourage candidates from continuing their answers on the blank pages at the end of the
script, they should ask for extra paper.
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Grade Boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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